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EPICS & MYTHOLOGY 


BIRBAL THE CLEVER 

Birbal had proved himself to be the most reliable minister at court, 
time and again. He dispensed justice, dealt diplomatically with other 
rulers, led military expeditions and composed poetry. In addition, he 
also rescued Akbar from the dangers of arrogance and unfettered 
power. Most importantly, he made the Great Mughal laugh. 
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BIRBAL TO 
THE RESCUE 
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DISCIPLES 
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ONE MORNING , AS AKBAR WAS GETTING PRESSED» 
HIS GRANDSON CAME RUNNING TO HIM • 
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{ SOMEONE PULLEP 

A HAIR FROM MY 
MOUSTACHE THI6 
MORNING. I WANT 
HIM PUNISHEP! . 


AK5AR 


/ AHA, TOCMY I HAVE < 
A PROBLEM WHICH WILL 
BAFFLE EVERYONE — 
EVEN BIRBAL, MV WITTY 
MINISTER ! HE THINKS 
HE HAS ALL THE 
ANSWERS, BUT HE’LL / 
V BE FO*EP THIS 
V^_ TIME f 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


^ 4 < 






CAN ANYONE HERE 
THINK OF SUITABLE 
PUNISHMENT FOR THIS 
PEEP ? 




HANG HIM, 

jahanpanah! 


/ that’s TOO 

MILpI THE SCOUN 
PREL SHOULP BE 
IMPRISONEP FOR 
v LIFE 1 


AFTER A MOMENT'S SHOCKED SILENCE, THERE 
W/9S A CHORUS OF SUGGESTIO NS* j 

THE MAN SHOULP 
BE FLOGGEP A 
TNOUSANP TIMES* 


L v £3 


v j? 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 
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amar chitra katha 



THE MOS< 

BEAUTIFUL 

CHILD IN AGRA 



AKbAR WAS VERY FOND 

OF HiS GRANDCHILDREN. 



YOU ARE SILENT, 
BIRBAL ? PON’T 
YOU AGREE 
WITH ME ? 


L ‘ C \i 






/ 


55L 


IT 15 A 

difficult quest 
jahanpanah. FOl 

™ERE IS NO 

REAL TEST 
FOR BEAUTY. 



m 




WHY NOT ? WHO 
WOULP CALL A 
ROSE UGLY OR 
A CROW BEAUTI 
FUL ? ^ 


h MM.. • you 

HAVE A POINT 
THERE, 
JAHANPANAH. 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 


YOU PON’T 
SEEM CONVINCEP. 
ALL RIGHT, WE’LL 
HAVE A CONTEST 
TOMORROW. 




THE NEXT PAY , AKBAR FOUND THAT THE 
NOBLES HAD FOLLOWED HIS INSTRUCTIONS 



I STILL THINK MY 
KHURRAM LOOKS 
BETTER THAN ALL OF 
THEM. BUT, BIRBAL, 
WHY HAVEN'T YOU 
BROUGHT A CHILp? / 




JAHANPANAH, I COULP 
NOT FINP A CHILP WHO 
IS PERFECT IN EVERY 
FEATURE. GIVE ME A 
v FEW MORE PAYS. „ 


SOMETIME LATER — 


BIRBAL, I AM STILL \ 
WAITING . HOW MUCH 
LONGER WILL YOU / 


MY SEARCH 
IS STILL ON, 
JAHANPANAH. 
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that's where the 

CHILD LIVES, MV LORD 
WE’LL WATCH HIM 
FROM A DISTANCE. 


BUT WHERE 
IS HE, BIRBAL 


THE HOUSES ARE 
BEGINNING TO LOOK MORE 
AND MORE SHABBY AND 
DIRTY . I HOPE BIRBAL 
KNOWS WHAT HE IS - 
r-\ DOING I J 


' V WE HAVE COME A 
&■; LONG WAY • WHERE 
I -V IS BIRBAL TAKING 

US TO f 


THEN 




JAHANPANAH, 

« AT LAST I HAVE 
FOUND THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL CHILD 
IN AGRA. 


(bJ r <■ 


__ _ 


amar chitra katha 

no, I’M ™ E 

MOTHER WILL not 
PART WITH HER SON 
FOR FEAR AN EVIL EVE 
MAY BE CAST ON HIM. 
WE’LL HAVE TO 60 
TO HIS HOUSE. 


■ • • • • f 


ALL RIGHT,! am 
VERY CURIOUS TG 
SEE THIS CHILD. 
WE WILL DRESS 
LIKE ORDINARY 
CITIZENS AND GO. 


TAKING ONLY A FEW 
COMPANIONS WITH THEM, 
AKBAR AND BIRBAL WENT 
OUT IN DISGUISE. THEY 
WALKED FOR A LONG T/ME. 


l ( HOW MUCH ) 

f^K -- 

/ 

* > FURTHER IS ) 

FTTT 

( IT? y- 

— *" -Lj^ 





FINALLY, BIRBAL STOPPED 


BIRBAL THE CLEVER 



ALL EYES TURNED TOWARDS THE 
'•MOST BEAUTIFUL CHILD IN AGRA ‘ 


I BEG OF YOU 
TO BE A LITTLE 
MORE PATIENT, 
^ JAHANPANAH. 


THAT CHILD \ IS THIS 
ANOTHER OF YOUR 
PRANKS, BIRBAL? 
THIS IS THE UGLIEST 
CHILD I HAVE EVER 


JUST THEN THE CHILD STUMBLED 
AND FELL . 1- 


OH —MV CHILD* 










































































































































































































SHE PICKED HIM UP A HP CARESSED HIM 


'MY SWEETHEART,MY 

1 ( ANGEL ! MV LOVELY ONE 


amar chitra KATHA___ 

HOW CAN SHE LOVE THIS 

UGLY CHILP ? ME. J5 
UTTERLY REPULSIVE. 
PON’T YOU THINK SO, 
FRIENP ? 




FELL POWN 1 I'LL BEAT j 
THE GROUNPlHURT- A 

< IN6 MY MOON so! f 






/ 


A 




i 


X 


■ 1 H 




J 


> r 




LI’ 


*-% 


YES, IMAGINE 

CALLING THE 
CHILP A MOON' 
UGH I 


<rt 


f l 


r> 


W// 










o\<£* 


/ 








V 


F// 
wji i 


i 


m 


WHAT ? 

WHAT PIP YOU 
SAY ? JUST SAY 
IT AGAIN. 


WE SPOKE 
THE TRUTH-THIS 
CHILP IS-..'. 


ijrj 7i 

B».r i 

'j U 


«• • 
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X\ */L 
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Vv 


I 
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\ 
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BE QUIET J THERE’S 
NO NEED TO REPEAT 
SUCH LIESJ YOU MUST 
BE BLINP OR STUPIP 
. — GO ANP SEARCH 
ALL OF AGRA ANP 
Ssee IF YOU CAN 
jj FINP A LOVELIER. 

Vk CHILP • GO AWAY 
\ NOW, OR |*LL GIVE 
Jy(?u A PROPER 
JT THRASHING 1 

If Lv • 


7Y£Y BEAT A HASTY RETREAT . 


I UNPERSTANP, BIRBAL. 
EVERY CHILP IS SURPASSINGLY 
BEAUTIFUL IN THE EYES 
V OF ITS PARENTS-.* V 


V 


Jli 2 

h xi ™ 




/if. 


j\ i 


/ % 




V V. - 


/ t 


■ A 




Di 


/ y 
// 


...OR ITS 

granpparfnts 




• n 


«a» 


% • 


> . 


• • 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 



<s / 


THE WHIM OF A CHILE 


EMPEROR AK&AR ANP H/S COURTIERS 
WERE ASSEMBLED IN COURT. 



I PON’T SEE BIRBAL 
HERE TOPAY-WHAT 
COULP HAVE HAPPEN 
EP TO HIM P 


■■ 1 1 

JUST THEN , BIRBAL CAME IN 




f A THOUSANP > 
APOLOGIES, JAHAN- 
PANAH. I AM INPEEP 
ASHAMEP TO HAVE 
ARRIVEP late 
BEFORE YOUR 
L AUGUST PRESENCE 


IT IS ALL RIGHT, 
BIRBAL. SOMETHING 
EXTRAORDINARY 
MUST HAVE 
PELAYEP YOU. 



WHEN BIRBAL DIDN'T REPL Y, AKBAR PRESSED FURTHER 


I WAS 
PETAINEP 
BY...ER... 


WHAT WAS 
IT, BIRBAL? 
WHAT MAPE 
YOU SO 
LATE ? 
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birbal 

BEATEN BY A 
MERE CHILPI 
HA J HA I 


BIRBAL ^ 
MET HIS MATCH 

TODAY IN A CH1LP! 
s. HA’ HA ] yj 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


PETAINEP BV 
WHAT? 


IT WAS LIKE THIS, 

JAHANPANAH —MV SON 

... WELL ••• YOU SEE ... 
HE 15 ONLY FOUR 
VEARS OLD- HIS TOY 
BROKE ANP HE 
WOULPN’T LET ME 
60 TILL I HAP 
REPAIREP IT. 



/ / fv- 


i 

iLJ 


^- > \J 

x r—*— 




r EACUSE ME, 
JAHANPANAH, BUT 
SOMETIMES EVEN 
THE GOPS ARE 
HELPLESS IN THE 
FACE OF A CHILP’S 
V OBSTINACY. > 


m 

j 

, 

-- ji, 

S—'y 

fij 


Un 


BUT THAT'S 
ABSURD? BR|N( 
YOUR SON HERE 
ANP I’LL TACKLI 
HIM IN NO TIMI 



HUZOOR 
I WOULP 


WELL, CHILD, WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO EAT 
SOMETHING ? 


SO B/RBAL'S SON WAS BROUGHT 
BEFORE THE EMPEROR. 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 



YES,YES ,GO 
ON. DON’T 
HESITATE. WHAT 
WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO EAT? 



CAN | HAVE SOME 
SUGAR-CANE ? 

I LIKE IT VERY* 
MUCH. y 



WHY HAVE YOU CUT 
IT ? I WANT A WHOLE 
STICK OF 

W SUGAR-CANE. J 


SOME SUGAR-CANE , CUT tNTO 
PIECES , WAS GIVEN TO THE CHILO. 


ALL RIGHT. TAKE 
THESE PIECES 
AWAY ANP BRING 
A WHOLE ONE. 


m 



BUT, YOU JUST 
SAIP YOU WANTED 
A WHOLE STICK 
OF SUGAR-CANE. 


NO, NO, I WANT 
THIS ONE ANP 







TuO) L/r LC/Ur\^Q j 

I WANT A WHOLE 
STICK OF SUGAR¬ 
CANE j I WANT 
THIS ONE JOINED 
TOGETHER 
AGAIN » 



BUT THAT 5 
IMPOSSIBLE, CHILD. 
HAVE ANOTHER 
. ONE. 
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a MAR C HITRA KATHA 

PLEASE J 5 ?. 
/y^yTHlNQ EL5E 

ANP YOU SHALL 
HAVE IT. 6 TOP 
CgytNG • YOU 
A QOOP BOV, 
aren’t Y0U? 


NO... I PON*T... 

WANT..* ANYTHING 
TLSE ... |... 

WANT... My... 

SOB I 


• • • 



m 


M 


Tv 



OH, OOP ! I GIVE 
LIP I PLEASE TAKE 
HIM AWAY* 




v 1 

1 A { }| 

( SOB—SOB...J ‘ 



YOU WERE RIGHT, BIRBAL 
SOMETIMES EVEN A SMALL 
CHILP CAN GET THE 
BETTER OF US I 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 


THE MAN WHO 
BROUGHT 
ILL LUCK 



the PA y'S WORK IN A KBAR'S 
PALACE BEGAN VEX y EARLY 
IN THE MORNING . 



THERE GOES GULSHAN, 
THE INAUSPICIOUS ONE. 
WE HAVE SEEN HIS FACE 
THE FIRST THING THIS 
MORNING . WE WILL NOT 
GET ANY FOOP TODAY. 



THERE IS HO ONE 
ELSE AROUND. I DON'T 
WANT TO BE THE 
FIRST PERSON HE 
SEES THIS MORNING 
L BUT.... ^ 


THAT PAY, THE EMPEROR WOKE UP 
EARLIER THAN USUAL . — -r 


IS SOMEONE 




THERE ? 








1 






«• 



GULSHAN WENT IN RELUCTANTLY 


MY SLIPPERSj 
GIVE ME MY 
SLIPPERS! 


JAHANPANAH 
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amar chitrakatha 

A UTTLE LATER 

jahanpanah * PK 

KHURRA w 15 
ANP HAS BEEN 


SENP THE OTHER 
SERVANT5 IN TO 
HELP ME GET 
v PRE&5EP! y 


i'll com e 

AT ONCE! 


HUZOOR 


JAHANPANAH, THE 
CRISIS IS OVER; 
VOU SHOULP REST 
b NOW- > 


THANK GOP, THE 
FEVER HAS COME 
POWN I 


THE EMPEROR. SPENT 
A FEW ANXIOUS HOURS 
BY THE CHILD'S BED. 
THEN — \\ ill > i l J7 




AS AKBAR WAS GOING TO HIS CHAMBERS 
TO HAVE A LATE BREAKFAST - 





LATER, JUST AS AKBAR WAS BIDDING 
THE AMBASSADOR. FAREWELL , A 
MINISTER APPROACHED --* ifTl ~ 


JAHANPANAH, MAY I HAVE 
A WORP WITH VOW IN 
PRIVATE P IT’S EXTREMELY 
hfSw URGENT. J\ 


BIRBAL THE CLEVER 



I BRING BAP 
NEWS - THERE 
HAS BEEN A 
REBELLION 


^UiyULUIL/M ■ fVC 


MUST ACT IMMEDIATELV 


ALL THE COMMANPER 
IN CHARGE OF THE 
^ AREA * y4 






THEY HELD CONSULTATIONS . IT WAS 
NEARLY EVENING WHEN THEY 
FINISHED . 


SO TIREP 
HAVE HAP 



I'LL HAVE SOME 
REFRESHMENTS 


NOTHING TO EAT/SENT IN IMMEPI- 
ALL PAyl A ATELVj JAHAN- 

PANAH. 



BUT WHEN AKBAR SAT DOWN TO EAT 




A — AAH I I HAVE A 
PIERCING PAIN IN THE 
STOMACH--CALL MV 
v PHVSICIAN I a 

















rvt i mr¥ musu r fcs , THE 

PHYSICIAN ARRIVED 
FT 


JAHANPANAH,PLEASE 
DO NOT EAT ANV- 
THING . you CAN 
PRINK SOME FRUIT j 
^ JUICE. THOUGH. / 


A 


AH 


ALL RIGHT. 


/- 


A. 



WHAT A PAY IT HAS 
BEEN) CAN GULSHAN 
HAVE BEEN THE CAUSE 
_ OF My TROUBLES P 



SUCH A MAN IS 
A THREAT TO ALL 
THOSE AROUNP 
HIM. HE SHOULP 
NOT LIVE) . 


TORMENTED BY PAIN, FATIGUE AND 
HUNGER , AKBAR MADE A RASH m 
DECISION. 1 1 > il IP W HI 1 1 in ttfW 


V : 






« - 


I 4 tA 

. i 








15 
















































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE NEAT P*Y, THE WHOLL 
BUZZING WITH THE NEWS 


THAT’S A 600V THING! 
I GET VERV WORRIEP 
WHENEVER I SEE 
GULSHAN. 



BUT &IEBBL W/JS 
PiSTURB EP. 

I MUST MAKE ] 
THE EMPEROR 
REASON.THE 

POOR MAN HAS 
COMMITTEP NO 



ALL RIGHT 
BIRBAL . 

GO AHEAP. 


JAHANPANAH , I WANT TO 
APPEAL TO VOU ON GULSHAN'S 
BEHALF. TO PROVE HIS 
INNOCENCE,CAN I ASK HIM 
A FEW QUESTIONS IN 
VOUR PRESENCE? 



gulshbn was CPLLEP IN. 

TELL ME, GULSHAN,| THERE WAS NO 
WHOM PIP VOU MEET ) qnE AROunp, 
VESTERPAV WHEN HUZOOR » PIP 

you startep vour / no T ^e.et 

PAILV PUTIES IN ^ - 


the MORNING p 



I SAW EMPEROR 
AKBAR* 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 



JAHANPANAH, 

VOU CLAIM THE 
SIGHT OF THIS 
MAN'S FACE 
RESULTSP IN VOUR 
TROUBLES 
VESTERPAV— A 




4 


WHOSE FATE 
IS WORSE ANP 
WHO IS 
RESPONSIBLE? 


YOU ARE RIGHT. 
I WAS LOOK- 

,N G AT IT ONLV 
FROM MV POINT 
OF VIEW. 


\ 


J 


, T> 


u 





\ 




you HAVE SAVEP ME 
FROM PUNISHING AN 
INNOCENT PERSON, 
BIRBAL. RELEASE 
THE POOR MAN. 






r 







































































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


OBEDIEN 

[ HUSB AND ! 


ONE PA y, AKBAR ANP B/RBAL 
WERE GOING AROUNP THE 
TOWN IN P!5GUISE. 


WIVES GENERALLY 
ORDER THEIR 
HUSBANDS AROUNP, 
JAHANPANAM -THATfe 
MARRIAGE FOR 

^ you. ^ 


why po you think \ 

SUCH Pi STRONG, 
HEFTY MAN WOULP 
TAKE THOSE WORDS 
SO MEEKLY P y 


THEY HE ARP A WOMAN L OUPl V SCOLPING 
HER HUSBANP - -C l 

- 1 H 

YOU POOL I you GOO P-FOR- \ \ J 

NOTHING OAF ! GO AWAY ANP J 

don’t come back ,till you've m* ( _j 

. PONE THE WORK- 


AKBAR WAS NOT CONVINCE?. ME PEC I PEP 




CONPUCT AN EXPERIMENT - SO THE NEXT 
PAY, HE BUMMONEP ALL THE 
MARRIEP MEN OF AGRA - 


THE EMPEROR HANTS 
TO KNOW HOW MANY 
MEN IN THIS GATHER¬ 
ING OBEY THEIR 
WIVES’ COMMANDS- 


1 •' 11 ■ 





THOSE WHO PO 
WILL PLEASE GO TO 
THE RIGHT, ANP 
THOSE WHO PO 
NOT, WILL GO TO 
\ THE LEFT. 
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BIRBALTHE CLEVER 



WAS A SCRAMBLE 


\ 


l 4' 

f - 

Jj 



THEN A FEW MOMENTS LATER, everyone HAP 
GONE TOWARPS THE RIGHT, EXCEPT FOR ONE 
SOLITARY PERSON . 


AH | THERE IS AT LEAST 
ONE WISE MAN WHO 
DOES NOT FOLLOW HIS 
WIFE’S COMMANDS. 

I MUST REWARD HIM I 




WAIT, JAHANPANAH I 
PLEASE LET ME 
ASK HIM ONE 
QUESTION FIRST. 



THE EMPEROR IS 
PLEASED WITH YOU, 
YOUNG MAN.ANP HE 
WANTS TO HONOUR 
yOU. BUT, FIRST, you 
v MUST ANSWER ONE 
\ QUESTION... > 



ME, WHV PIP 
) TO THE 


r WEU-SIR... 

BECAUSE MV WIFE 
HAP TOLD ME TO 
KEEP AWAY FROM 
THE CROWDS* AND 


TELL 


YOU 


GO 







...WHEN EVERYONE MOVED 
TO THE RIGHT I REMEMBERED 
HER INSTRUCTIONS ANP MOVED 
V TO THE LEFT! 


[in 

i i 
















































































































































































































































ONE PAY, AKBAR i 
FROM MS COURT 


amar CHITRA katha 


THE SEARCH FOR 
BIRBAL 


mmmm. 


— 





n 



i 

1 i 








'Qj 

1 




THERE WERE OCCASIONS WHEN 
AKBAR GOT ANGRY WITH BIRBAL. 



BIRBAL WENT HOME , ANP WONPEREP 
WHAT HE SHOULP PO NEXT. 


IF I STAY HERE, THE 
EMPEROR MAY GIVE 
ME SOME HEAVIER 
PUNISHMENT. FOR 
THERE ARE MANY WHO 
ARE WAITING FOR AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
POISON HIS MINP 
AGAINST ME. 



BUT IF I GO AWAY 
TO MY JAGIR, HE 
CAN EASILY RECALL 
• I MUST GO TO 
AN UNKNOWN PLACE, 
SO THAT HE WILL 



' LIFE IS SO PULL 
WITHOUT BIRBAL'S 
QUICK WIT. HE WAS 
SO HONEST ANP 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 


HE SENT HIS MESSENGERS 
BIRBAL . BUT 


LOOK 


JAHANPANAH, WE 
HAVE LOOKEP EVE 
WHERE. NO ONE 
KNOWS WHERE 
HE IS. 


7 


HMM. HE IS NEITHER 
IN AGRA NOR IN HIS 
UA6IR J HE MUST BE 
HIPING IN SOME 
OUT-OF-THE-WAY 

VILLAGE J 

' 


f 'l l/C 




A FEW 
CHIEFS 


PAYS LATER , ALL THE VILLAGE THE EMPEROR COM- 


COMMANP 


MANPS OUR PRESENCE 
IN AGRA WITHIN FIFTEEN 
PAYS . AS WE GO THERE 
WE MUST WALK PARTLY 
IN THE SHAPE ANP 
PARTLY IN THE 


l*! v 


SUN 


WHAT AN 
E KT RAORPI NARY 
COMMANP \ HOW 


CAN 


ONE 


THAT 



fifteen pays later , akbar 

WATCHEP THE CHIEFS ARRIVING 













































































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE Of THEM WAS WALKING VERY 
CONFIDENTLY . i- ~n - T 


AHA» HE IS 

actually walk¬ 
ing PARTLY IN 
THE SHAPE ANP 
PARTLY IN THE. 
V SUN * 


HOW PIP YOU \ JAHANPANAH, A 
THINK OF THIS ' FEW WEEKS AGO 
IPEA ? SPEAK / A FRIENP OF A 
, THE TRUTH./ FRIENP OF MINE 

-r^7 ARRIVED AT MY 

11 if VILLAGE. HE IS MY 

I'vlp£\ ill WEST. IT WAS 
! MtS^ HIS IPEA. ^ 


BRING 
THAT MAN 
w HERE I 


WELL ...MY LORP 
— HIS NAME IS 

Birbal. BUT... HE 

V SAIP THAT SINCE 
HE WAS IN 
ROYAL PIS- 
'.j/fCx FAVOUR.... 


PON'T WORRY 

ABOUT THAT. 

I PARPONEP 
1 HIM LONG AGO 
I TELL HIM TO 
RETURN TO 
k COURT. , 


WHAT IS HIS NAME ? 
SPEAK UP WITHOUT 
FEAR ANP YOU WILL 
. BE REWARPEP. , 


AND BIRBAL REGAINED 
HIS PLACE IN AKBAR'S 
COURT. _ 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 



LINGUIST 


oo c c 

0006 I 

PC C O j 



WHERE HAVE YOU 
COME FROM, 
STRANGER ? 


JAHANPANAH, I CAN 
SPEAK PERSIAN, 
ARABIC , SANSKRIT, 
CHINESE ANP LATIN. 


Sc 


■a 













THEY 


SAY A MAN’S 
LANGUAGE IS THE 
EST CLUE TO 
HIS ORIGIN. CAN 
THE WISE MEN 
OF YOUR COURT 
ANSWER YOUR 
QUESTION ? 



SEVERAL SCHOLARS QUESTIONED HIM IN VARIOUS LANGUAGES 


JAHANPANAH,HE 
SPEAKS MANY 
LANGUAGES 
FLUENTLY I 


ANP HIS PICTION 
ANP COMMANP 
OVER EACH 
LANGUAGE IS 
PERFECT. 
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I NEED A LITTLE MORE 
TIME, JAHANPANAH* 

PERHAPS by tomorrow 
I'LL BE ABLE TO 
V TELL YOU. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AKBAR TURNEP 
JO BIRBAL - 


i WELL, BIRBAL, 
i YOU’VE BEEN 
I PEEP IN 
4 THOUGHT. 

' SURELY YOU'VE 
DISCOVERED 
WHERE THIS MAI 1 
HAILS FROM P 


T 



LATER t BIRBAL CALLED A SERVANT AND 
GAVE HIM INSTRUCTIONS . 


FOLLOW THAT STRANGER. 


AND FINP OUT WHERE 
HE IS STAYING. THEN 
v TONIGHT.... ^ 



THAT NIGHT , A SHADOW'S FIGURE 
QUIETVS SUPPED INTO THE ROOM 
WHERE THE STRANGER WAS 


il 


O 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 



THE WHOLE COURT WAS EAGER 
TO HEAR THE ANSWER . BIRBAL 
EXPLAINED 


V' 


JAHANPANAH,! TOLP 
MY SERVANT TO 
SPRINKLE A LITTLE 
WATER ON OUR VISITOR 
AS HE SLEPT, ANP 
I WAITEP OUTSIPE, 
LISTENING CLOSELY. 


b> & 


O'V 


« 1 

m 4&S v 


a, < 




3 


V 




V* 


\ 


i*J 


7 


I Ld 


! / 


/ 




4 4 


1 











IN MOMENTS OF PAIN, 
SURPRISE OR ANGER, 

A MAN USES HIS 
MOTHER-TONGUE. AND 
SO, WHEN I FOUND HIM 
MUMBLING IN GUJARATI, 
THE MYSTERY WAS 
■ SOLVED 1 . I 
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amar chitra katha 


THE GREATER 
FOOL! 


^MEANWHILE. , a MERCHANT ARRIVE? 

AT THE COUNT ANP BOWEP LOW BEFORE 

a*QAC> r-■— 


AKBAR . 

VOUR MAJE6TV, I 5ELL HORSES 
OF THE FINEST BREED. I HAVE 
BROUGHT ONE AS A SAMPLE. 
IT WOULD GIVE ME GOOD 
FORTUNE IF VOU 
JUST GAVE IT A 
GLANCE . 




ONCE AKBAR MAP ASKED BIRBAL 
MAKE A LIST OF FOOLS-SO BlRS/ 
THROUGH THE STREETS OF AGRft 
LOOKING FOR FOOLS. 




THAT IS A FINE 
SPECIMEN I 


HORSES WERE AKBARS WEAK HESS • HE HAD 
THOUSANDS OF THEM IN HIS STA&L E, , 

THE PROSPECT OF BUYING SOME MORE 
STEEDS ALWAYS APPEALED TO HIM. HE 
INSPECTED THE HORSE PERSONALLY. 


VOUR MAJESTY, | HAVE 
A HUNDRED SUCH 
HORSES. WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO BUY ALL 
OF THEM? 


JAHANPANAH,BUT 
FOR THE HEAVY 
EXPENSE I WOULD 
HAVE BROUGHT 
v THEM WITH ME- 


VES J WHEN 
CAN YOU BRING 
, THEM P 


J / 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 



GIVE Mfc L«rsn ur '0 N e L fl KH Qf 6(?Lp 

60LP COINS ANP I WILL 
COME BACK WITH THEM 
IN A FORTNIGHT. 



THE TREASURER WAS SUMMONED AND, 
RECEIVING THE MONEY , THE MERCHANT 



BUT, JAHANPANAH, PIP 
rHE MAN HAVE SUITABLE 

ZEFERENCES? OR PO 
DU KNOW HIS ADDRESS? 
?IP SOMEONE AT THE 

COURT STANP GUARAN- 
V TEE FOR HIM ? 


LOOK AT THIS FINE HORSE 
BIRBAL ! I HAVE. JUST 
GIVEN THE MERCHANT 
A LAKH OF GOLD COINS i 
FOR A HUNPREP SUCH / 
- HORSES. 


YES.OF COURSE! 
THE HORSES ARE 
CHEAP EVEN AT 
THAT PRICE. LET 1 - 
GO IN, NOW. 


r VOU MEAN... 
YOU GAVE HIM 
THAT AMOUNT 
IN ADVANCE P 


IT IS ALMOST 
READY, JAHANPANAH 
I HAVE JUST ONE 
MORE NAME TO 
S ADD TO IT. y 


NO...NO! BUT HE LOOKED 
HONEST* ENOUGH. HE WILL 
COME BACK , BIRBAL. TELL 
ME - NOW, HOW IS THE LIST 
OF FOOLS COMING ALONG?. 
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f WHAT IS THIS ? HOW \ 
PARE Y0U,BlRBALI 
WHY IS MY NAME ' j 
J3N THIS LIST ? / 




• * 


/ 




u 


7i, 

7 


v\ 


R 


BUT... HOW ARE YOU SO ; IN THAT CASE, I’LL 
SURE f THE MATTER IS ;TAKE OFF YOUR 
NOT CLOSE.P VET. WHAT I NAME FROM THE 


1 


IF HE COMES SACK 
WITHIN A FORTNIGW 
WITH THE HORSES? 


TOP OF THE LIST 
JAHANRANAH... 






I I 


/. 


\ 


A 


v>r< 


»v 


A 


Li 


J 


I 


> i. 



amar chitra katha_ 

BIRBAL STEPPED 
ASIDE TO WRITE 
ONE MORE NAME 

ANP CAME BACK - 

ALMOST IMMEDIATELY. 






y /? : 


/ I BEG YOUR PARPON, 
r JAHANRANAH. BUT YOU 
HAVE JUST GIVEN AN 
UNKNOWN PERSON A 
LAKH OF GOLP COINS. 
WHAT ELSE CAN I CALL 
IT BUT AN ACT OF 
K FOOLISHNESS? y 


J 


V 




£ 

Hi 


•’•AND WRITE 
HIS NAME 
k THERE! y 


IP? 


( 


% « 


\ 


m 


K 




< > 


• 






COtJLPN’THeLPLflU&ltNG-ANP 
0N(£ MOK£ BIRBftL HAP G0T AWM * m 

r CH££ «Y answer . _ 
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BIRBAL THE CLEVER 



’HOSE V HO 
CANNOT 




ONCE AKBAR MAP A CENSUS OF 

Blind men taken, birbal was 

WITH HIM WHEN HE RECEIVED 
THE REPORT. 


BIRBAL , THE BEGUM WANTS TO \N*. 
GIVE ALMS TO ALL THE BLINP I ^ 
PERSONS IN THE CITV. IT WAS j 
EAST TO MAKE A LIST OF / 
^^THEM BECAUSE THEY ARE_ 

FEVV !y BUT,JAHANffcNAH^ 
"THOSE WHO CANNOT 
SEE ARE MORE IN 
NUMBER THAN THOSE 
k WHO CAN SEE 1 .^^ 




I 




1 


II 


l\\ 




Sv 


,\\ 








































































































































































































































































bjrbal,what are 

VPU POING? A 


YES, WHAT 15 
THIS, BIRBAL? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHAT ARE 1 
POING 
v BIRBAL? 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
UP TO? 


SOON, MORE AND MORS CURIOUS PEOPLE 
ARRIVED- 


r 




Al 




0IR0AL PAID NO ATTENTION, BUT WENT 
ON DICTATING NUMBERS TO HIS CLERK. 



SEVENTY-TWO, 
SEVENTY -THREE 
SEVENTY- FOUR- 


HAS HE 
GONE 
CRAZY? 


LIKE IT* 
POOR 

v *WN* y 


UV 1 

1 

m ' 


R // 



BIRBAL , WHAT IS 
ALL THIS* WHAT 
.ARE YOU DOING? 


AFTER SOME TIME , EMPEROR AKBAR 
PASSED 0V. HE , TOO, STOPPED . 





IGNORING THE EMPEROR, BIRBAL 
AGAIN INSTRUCTED HIS CLERK — 


BIRBAL* 
WHAT SORT 
OF AN 

, ANSWER IS 

3k 1>*IS? 


THAT WILL BE 
TWO HUNDRED 
ANP FIFTY* 
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I m STRINGING > 
A CHARPOY, 
JAHANPANAH. ANP | a 
ALSO MAKING A LIST 


LIST OF 
WHAT? 


BIRBAL THE CLEVER 





TODAY TWO HUNDRED 
ANP FIFTY MEN ASKEP 
ME WHAT I WAS POING 
THOUGH I WAS WORK¬ 
ING IN BROAP 




HA ! HA * HA * 
ALWAYS A WA< 
EH . BIRBAL ? 


YOU WERE THE LAST 
OF THOSE WHO ASKEP 
ME WHAT I WAS POING 
k JAHANPANAHI , 


□ "I —■ Mj 



































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHO IS GREATER? 

1 

WHEN &R&AL ARRIVED 

AT COURT ONE DAY — 

a 

1 , 1 

WATCH OU T, s 
&IRBAL.THE 
KIN6 is IN A 
QUIZZING 

moop tocay^ 

i 

1 

Ur 1 



how pare yoi 

CALL ANYONE 
GREATER THA 
ME ? 




r 



I BE6 YOUR 
PARPoN, YOMR 
MAjESTXy 





BRAHMA THE CREATOR ALSO 
FAOEP THE SAME PROBLEM. 
SO HE ORDERED TWO 
IMAGES TO BE MAPE,ONE 
OF you ANP ONE OF lORPV 

JNPRA. 



THEN HE ORPEREP 
THESE TO BE PLACED 
\ ON THE CELESTIAL 
BALANCE TO SEE 
WICH WAS GREATER 



tourTmage was 
heavier,so it 

TILTED POWN to 
EARTH. iNDRA ’s 

was lighter so 

HE WENT up y 


AS A RESULT, INPRA 
GOT TO RULE THE HEAVEN 
i WHILE you WERE MAPE 
THE MONARCH OF THE 
EARTH. 



( 






WHICH OF THE ACKs HAVE YOU STILL NOT READ? 


EPICS AND 
MYTHOLOGY 

Best known stones from 
the Epics and the Puranas 

Abhimanyu 

Agastya 

Andhaka 

Amruddha 

Arum And Uttanka 

Ashwini Kumars 

Ayyappan 

Bahubali 

Bhanumati 

Bheema And Hanuman 
Bheeshma 
Chandrahasa 
Dasharatha 

Dhruva And Ashtavakra 

Draupadi 

Drona 

Elephanta 

Gandhari 

Ganesha 

Ganesha And The Moon 

Ganga 

Garuda 

Ghatotkacha 

Hanuman 

Hanuman To The Rescue 

Harischandra 

Heroes Of Hampi 

Indra And Shachi 

Indra And Shibi 

Indra And Vntra 

Jagannatha Of Pun 

Jayadratha 

Kacha And Devayam 

Kama 

Karttikeya 

Konark 

Krishna 

Krishna And Jarasandha 
Knshna And Narakasura 
Knshna And Rukmim 
Krishna And Shishupala 
Knshna And The False 
Vaasudeva 
Kubera 
Kumbhakama 
Mahabharata 
Mahiravana 
Nachiketa 
Nahusha 
Nala Damayanti 
Pareekshit 
Parashurama 
Prabhavati 
Pradyumna 
Prahlad 

Purushottam Dev And 
Padmavati 
Rama 

Ravana Humbled 
Saraswati 
Sati And Shiva 
Savitn 

Shiva Parvati 

Stones of Creation 

Subhadra 

Sudama 

Sukanya 

Surya 

Tales From The 
Upamshads 
Tales Of Arjuna 
Tales Of Balarama 
Tales Of Durga 
Tales Of Indra 
Tales Of Narada 


Tales Of Shiva 
Tales Of Vishnu 
Tales Of Yudhishthira 
Tapati 
Thanjavur 

The Churning Of The 
Ocean 
The Gita 

The Golden Mongoose 
The King In 
A Parrot's Body 
The Lord Of Lanka 
The Pandava Princes 
The Pandavas In Hiding 
The Panjata Tree 
The Sons Of Rama 
The Syamantaka Gem 
Tirupati 
Tripura 
Uloopi 

Vaishno Devi 
Vali 

Vishwamitra 

Yayati 

VISIONARIES 

Inspinng tales of thinkers, 
social reformers and 
nation builders 

Adi Shankara 
Albert Einstein 
Anant Pai 

Babasaheb Ambedkar 

Basaveshwara 

Buddha 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
Chanakya 
Chokha Mela 
Dayananda 
Deshbandhu 
Chittaranjan Das 
Eknath 
Fa Hien 

Ghanshyamdas Birta 
Guru Aqan 
Guru Gobind Singh 
Guru Har Gobind 
Guru Nanak 
Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Hiuen Tsang 
J R D Tata 

Jagadis Chandra Bose 
Jamsetji Tata 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
Jim Corbett 
Jnaneshwar 
Kabir 
Kalidasa 

Lai Bahadur Shastn 
Lokmanya Tilak 
M S. Subbulakshmi 
Madhvacharya 
Mahavira 

Mane And Pierne Cune 
Megasthenes 
Mirabai 
Mother Teresa 
Narayan Guru 
Rabindranath Tagore 
Ram Shastn 
Ramana Maharshi 
Ramanuja 
Salim All 
Shankar Dev 
i Soordas 
Sri. Ramaknshna 
I Srinivasa Ramanujan 
Subramama Bharati 


Swami Chinmayananda 

Swami Pranavananda 

Tales Of Sai Baba 

Tansen 

Tulsidas 

Vidyasagar 

Vivekananda 

Zarathushtra 

INDIAN CLASSICS 

Enchanting tales from 
Indian literature 

Ananda Math 
Ancestors Of Rama 
Devi Choudhuram 
Durgesh Nandmi 
Kadambari 
Kannagi 
Kapala Kundala 
Kumanan 

Maarthaanda Varma 

Malavika 

Manonmani 

Pnnce Jivaka 

Raj Singh 

Ratnavali 

Shakuntala 

The Adventures Of 

Pratapan 

The Elusive Kaka 

Udayana 

Urvashi 

Vasantasena 

Vasavadatta 

Veer Dhaval 

FABLES AND HUMOUR 

Evergreen folktales, 
legends and tales of 
wisdom and humour 

A Bag Of Gold Coins 
Amrapali 
Andher Nagan 
Angulimala 
Bikal The Temble 
BIRBAL STORIES 
Birbal The Clever 
Birbal The Genius 
Birbal The Just 
Birbal The Wise 
Birbal The Witty 
Birbal To The Rescue 
The Inimitable Birbal 
Chandralalat 
Dhola And Maru 
Friends And Foes 
Gopal And The Cowherd 
Gopal The Jester 
HITOPADESHA TALES 
Choice Of Fnends 
How Fnends Are Parted 
Hothal 

JATAKA TALES 

Battle Of Wits 
Bird Stones 
Deer Stones 
Elephant Stones 
Jackal Stones 
Monkey Stones 
Nandi Vishala 
Stones Of Courage 
Stones Of Wisdom 
Tales Of Misers 
The Deadly Feast 
The Giant And 
The Dwarf 

The Hidden Treasure 
The Magic Chant 


The Mouse Merchant 
True Fnends 
Kanwal And Kehar 
Kesari The Flying Thief 
King Kusha 
Manduka 

PANCHATANTRA TALES 

Crows And Owls 
How The Jackal Ate 
The Elephant 
The Brahmin And 
The Goat 
The Dullard 
The Greedy Mother- 
in-law 

The Jackal And 
The Wardrum 
Raman Of Tenali 
Raman The Matchless Wit 
Sahasramalla 
Sakshi Gopal 
Satwant Kaur 
Sharan Kaur 
Shrenik 

Sukhu And Dukhu 
Sundari 

Tales Of Maryada Rama 
The Acrobat 
The Adventures 
Of Agad Datta 
The Adventures Of 
Baddu And Chhotu 
The Bndegroom s Ring 
The Celestial Necklace 
The Clever Dancer 
The Cowherd Of Alawi 
The Fearless Boy 
The Fool's Disciples 
The Golden Sand 
The Green Demon 
The Unhappy Tiger 
The Learned Pandit 
The Lost Pnnce 
The Magic Grove 
The Miraculous Conch 
The Mystery Of 
The Missing Gift 
The Pandit And The 
Milkmaid 

The Pig And The Dog 
The Pious Cat 
The Pnceless Gem 
The Pnnce And 
The Magician 
The Prophecy 
The Queen's Neckiace 
The Rainbow Pnnce 
The Secret Of The 
Talking Bird 
The Silent Teacher 
The Tiger And The 
Woodpecker 
The Tiger Eater 
Thugsen 
Vidyut Chora 
Vikramaditya's Throne 

BRAVEHEARTS 

Stirring tales of brave men 
and women of India 

A Nation Awakes 
Ahilyabai Holkar 
Ajatashalru 
Akbar 

Amar Singh Rathor 

Ashoka 

Babur 

Bagha Jatin 

Bajirao I 


Baiaditya And 

Yashodharma 

Baiban 

Banda Bahadur 

Bappa Rawal 

Beni Madho And Pir All 

Bhagat Singh 

Bidhi Chand 

Bimbisara 

Chand Bibi 

Chandra Shekhar Azad 
Chandragupta Maurya 
Chennamma Of Keladi 
Dara Shukho And 

Aurangazeb 
Durgadas 
Ellora Caves 
Hakka And Bukka 
Han Smgh Nalwa 
Harsha 
Hemu 
Humayun 
Jahangir 
Jallianwala Bagh 
Kalpana Chawfa 
Kochunm 
Knshnadeva Raya 
Kunwar Singh 
Lachit Barphukan 
Lafitaditya 
Mangal Pande 
Noor Jahan 
Padmim 

Panna And Had) Ram 

Paurava And Alexander 

Pnthviraj Chauhan 

Raja Bhoja 

Raja Raja Chola 

Rana Kumbha 

Rana Pratap 

Rana Sanga 

Ram Abbakka 

Rani Durgavati 

Rani Of Jhansi 

Ranjit Singh 

Rash Bihan Bose 

Roopmati 

Sambhaji 

Samudra Gupta 

Sea Route To India 

Shah Jahan 

Shalivahana 

Shan tala 

Sher Shah 

Shiva|i 

Subhas Chandra Bose 
Sultana Razia 
Surjya Sen 
Tachcholi Othenan 
Tales Of Shivaii 
Tanaji 

Tenzing Norgay 

The Histone City Of Delhi 

The Ram Of Kittur 

Tipu Sultan 

Veer Hammtr 

Veer Savarkar 

Velu Thampi 

Vikramaditya 

CONTEMPORARY CLASSICS 

{New Category) 

The best of modem 

Indian literature 

The Blue Umbrella 


Titles available in English and other Regional languages on wvvw.amarchitrakatha com 





















































































































































